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Thank you all for coming to my Bar Mitzvah. I especially appreciate everyone who has

<come from long distances to be with me. A Bar Mitzvah is a very joyous occasion and,

by you all being here, you have made it more joyous for me.

In the Torah portion Kis Sissa the first two aliyahs are very big, and the last five
aliyahs are relatively small. Usually all the aliyahs in a Torah portion are more or
less equal. We have more or less seven equally long aliyahs every Shabbos. On
Parshas Ki Sissa, however, we have two that are very long, the first two, and five,
the last five, which are relatively short. The rabbi’'s, of course, are the ones that
have determined the length of the alivahs. They purposely made the first two aliyahs
in Ki Sisss long for a definite reason. The first person we call up to the Torah is a
Kohen, and the second person is a Levi; the last five are Israelites. The rabbis
deliberately made the first two aliyahs long because they wanted the whole episode of
the golden calf to be recounted when a Levi was called up to the Torah. They did this
because none of the people from the tribe of Levi participate in the sin of the golden
calf. To call up an Israelite would be to shame him, to remind him that his ancestors

worshipped the golden calf.

The rabbis, even in how they arrange aliyashs, try to teach us how to be sensitive to
other people’'s teelings. Many times individuals are only sensitive to their own
feelings. They are not sensitive to another person’s feelings. Sometimes they do not
know enough about the background or skills of another person, and they make statements
which hurt him. The rabbis tell us that when you are speaking with a person who has
had in his famlily an individual who was hung for some criminal offense, you should
not speak to him about hanging fish. One of the major purposes of Torah and Torah
education is to teach us how to be sensitive individuals, individuals who are able to

feel another person’s pain and who can sympathize and empathize with him

This point is also brought home at the end of the Torah portion when we learn how,
after Moshe Rabbeinu had broken the first set of the Ten Commandments when he returned
and saw the people worshipping the golden calf, he ascended the mountain again to
obtain 6-d’s forgiveness for the people and then a second time to receive the second
set of the Ten Commandments. When he came down with the second set of the Ten
Commandments his face shone. As the text says: “And Moshe did not know that his face
shone.® The rabbis ask, why did Moshe’s face shine, and different reasons are given.
Most of the rabbis say that Moshe’s face shone because when he asked 6~d to show him
His presence, G-d told him that He would place him in a cave in a cleft in the rock,
and that he would be able to see His back but not His front. The rabbis interpret
this to mean that we can only see G-d’'s footprints in history in the past. We cannot

understand His ways in the present and now. MWe can have a relationship with G6-d, but
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ve cannot understand everything about 6-d. Moshe's face shone because, through

prayer, he was able to have a relationship with 6-d. When he was in the cleft of the

rock 6-d taught him how to pray, "Adoshem Adoshem Kail Rachum V’Chanum.’

Rabbi Berachia disagrees. He said that the reason Moshe’s face shone was because when
Moshe brought down the Ten Commandments, which were only about 18 inches wide (in
Hebrew, 6 Tfocheem). Moshe was holding 2 Tfocheem, G-d was holding 2 Tfocheem, and the
middle 2 Tfocheem Moshe was trying to grasp. It was from these 2 middle Tfocheem that
Moshe received his glow. The rabbis teach us that when G-d created the world He did
s0 by withdrawing. Everything was G-d; all ;ggijfiime, etc. was G-d. In order to
make room for man 6-d had to withdraw, to create space and time, but 6-d left behind
sparks of Himself in everything. We liberate these sparks when we do deeds of loving
kindness. We, in order to hav:kn relationship with 6-d, must liberate these sparks.
This we do when we perforrﬁndnem is what Rabbi Berachia means by trying to
grasp the middle 6 inches. We can feel 6-d’s presence when we do deeds of loving

kindness. When we help others we become more than ourselves. We become closer to G-

d.

Rabbi Yehuda said that the glow on Moshe's face came from another source. He said
that when Moshe was writing the Torah he came to a place where G-d told him to write
that Moshe was & humble man, An “Anov" in Hebrew. Moshe was embarassed to write it so
he left out one of the letters of the word "Anov", a Yud, and that leftover ink he
smeared on; his forehead and that caused it to glow. The rabbis teach us, too, that
in order to shine, to have a relationship with 6-d and man, a person must be humble.

A person should not be a self-righteous critic of everybody and everything, always
looking for the bad and not the good. A self-righteous person does not really shine
or glow. There is a story they tell about a self-righteous person and his friend who
were playing golf. When they came to the third hole, the friend of the self-righteous
person missed a short putt and yelled, “Darn it." The self-righteous person did not
like this and said, "Don't talk like that.” On the fourth hole the friend again
missed his putt and yelled, "Darn it. I missed again.” The self-righteous person
again said, "Don’t talk that way.” The same thing happened on the fifth hole. This
time the self-righteous person said, "Ify you do that again I’'1l ask 6-d to strike you
dead with a thunderbolt.” Sure enough, on the seventh hole this friend again missed a
short putt and yelled out, “Darn it. I missed again.” At this point a thunderbolt
came out of heaven and struck the self-righteous man. All of a sudden a voice was
heard from heaven saying, "Darn it. I missed again." Being self-righteous is no way

to have a relationship with 6-d or wman.

The rabbis teach us this glow that Moshe had could be and would be transferred to his
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descendants if they, too, would follow in the correct pathy if they, too, would know
the importance of prayer and the importance of doing deeds of kindness and the

importance of being humble.

I hope and pray that as I grow up I will aluays remember the lessons of my Bar

Mitzvah, that I will always realize the importance of prayer and having a relationship
with 6-d, that I will slways do deeds of loving kindness so that I can esievate myeself
and be more than myself, and that I will never be a self-righteous person but instead

try to be humble.

At this time I would like to thank my parents for all the love and devotion they have
showered upon me. Again, I would like to thank all of you for coming to my Bar
Mitzvah. Your coming made this dey even more special for me. I would like to thank

all my teachers at the Hebrew Academy and who prepared me for my Bar

Mitzveh. May I grow up to always be a credit to my fsmily, my people, and my
religion. HMay I always be a source of naches and joy to all of you, and may I always

live a life devoted to 6-d, Torah, and good deeds. Amen.




